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eration passes, the young man who just spoke
before me and all of those of his generation
will inherit a rich and abundant Earth.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. in the
United Nations General Assembly. In his remarks,
he referred to General Assembly President Razali
Ismail and Secretary-General Kofi Annan. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on the Line Item Veto
June 26, 1997

I am very pleased with today’s Supreme
Court decision that turned back the chal-
lenge to the line item veto. This decision
clears the way for the President to use this
valuable tool for eliminating waste in the
Federal budget and for enlivening the public
debate over how to make the best use of pub-
lic funds.

The line item veto enables Presidents to
ensure that the Federal Government is
spending public resources as wisely as pos-
sible. It permits the President to cancel dis-
cretionary spending, new entitlement author-
ity, and certain types of tax provisions that
benefit special interests at the expense of the
public interest.

The line item veto is also a practical and
principled means of serving the constitu-
tional balance of powers. This new authority
brings us closer to the Founders’ view of an
effective executive role in the legislative
process. With it, the President will be able
to prevent Congress from enacting special in-
terest provisions under the cloak of a 500-
or 1,000-page bill. Special interest provisions
that do not serve the national interest will
no longer escape proper scrutiny.

I was pleased to work with Congress to
secure an historic agreement to balance the
budget. The line item veto will help to keep
the budget in balance and provide us with
added discipline by ensuring that, as tight
budgets increasingly squeeze our resources,
we put our public funds to the best possible
uses.

I intend to use it whenever appropriate,
and I look forward to using it wisely.

Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on the Communications
Decency Act

June 26, 1997

Today the Supreme Court ruled that por-
tions of the Communications Decency Act
addressing indecency are not constitutional.
We will study its opinion closely.

The administration remains firmly com-
mitted to the provisions—both in the CDA
and elsewhere in the criminal code—that
prohibit the transmission of obscenity over
the Internet and via other media. Similarly,
we remain committed to vigorous enforce-
ment of Federal prohibitions against trans-
mission of child pornography over the
Internet and another prohibition that makes
criminal the use of the Internet by
pedophiles to entice children to engage in
sexual activity.

The Internet is an incredibly powerful me-
dium for freedom of speech and freedom of
expression that should be protected. It is the
biggest change in human communications
since the printing press and is being used
to educate our children, promote electronic
commerce, provide valuable health care in-
formation, and allow citizens to keep in touch
with their Government. But there is material
on the Internet that is clearly inappropriate
for children. As a parent, I understand the
concerns that parents have about their chil-
dren accessing inappropriate material.

If we are to make the Internet a powerful
resource for learning, we must give parents
and teachers the tools they need to make the
Internet safe for children.

Therefore, in the coming days, I will con-
vene industry leaders and groups represent-
ing teachers, parents, and librarians. We can
and must develop a solution for the Internet
that is as powerful for the computer as the
V-chip will be for the television and that pro-
tects children in ways that are consistent with
America’s free speech values. With the right
technology and rating systems, we can help
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